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A CHRONOLOGY OF THE WAR IN EUROPE:

SEPTEMBER:
1—The German Wehrmacht invades
Poland without warning, Danzig
is annexed.
$—Britain and France, standing by
their treaty obligation to guar-
antee Polish boundaries, declare
war on Germany.
17—Red Army troops occupy eastern
Poland, moving to & point rough-
ly equivalent to the Curzon Line.
27—Warsaw surrenders to Germany
after a short but bitter siege,
marking the collapse of Polish
resistance.
NOVEMBER:
80—Red Army troops invade Fin-
land.
DECEMBER: .
17—Nazi battleship Graf Spee scut-
tled by its crew after a battle
with British fleet units off
Montevideo.

1940

JANUARY:
3—President Roosevelt calls on Con-
98 A s »
sharply in-
creased appropriation for the
national defense program.

MARCH:
12—Soviet-Finnish peace treaty is
signed, with the Soviet Union
getting the Karelian Isthmus
and the naval base at Hangoe.

APRIL:
9—The “Sitzkrieg” ends. German
troops occupy Denmark and in-
vade Norway.
MAY:
10—After an eight-month stalemate
on Western Front, the Na.zis
lsunch a general offensive, in-
vading the neutral Low Coun-
tries and France.
11—Winston Churchill, First Lord of
the Admiralty, succeeds Neville
Chamberlain as Prime Minister
of Great Britain.
14—Netherlands armies, over-
whelmed by the Wehrmacht,
surrender.
28— Belgium’'s armed forces capitu-
late to Nazis.
8)—Rescued from the beaches of
Dunkerque, most of the British
Expeditionary Force reaches
England.
JUNE: . .
10—Italy enters the war on the side
of the Axis, stabbing France in
the back.
18—German troops march into Faris,
which had been declared an open
city. .
22-——Thz French  Government of
Marshal Pétain signs an armi-
stice with Hitler in Compiegne
Forest. .
24—France signs an armistice with
4 Italy.
AUGUST:
8—Luftwaffe launches all-out air
Blitz on England.
20—Churchill announces that Britain
has agreed to lease bases to the
United States in exchange for
fifty over-age American de-
stroyers.
SEPTEMBER:
27—RAF turns the tide in the Battle
of Britain by shooting down 183
Nazi planes.

OCTOBER:
16—United States begins drafting
men for service in the armed
forces; 16,400,000 men register.
28.-Italian troops invade Greece.
PECEMBER:
15—British forces drive the Italians
out of Egypt, invade Libya.
17—President Roosevelt proposes to
Jend-lesse armaments to Great
Britain.

1941

JANUARY:
6—President Roosevelt tells Con-
gress the American people will
pot acquiesce in an Axis-dictated
peace; outlines a peace based on
four freedoms.
MARCH:
1—Bulgaria joins the Axis; Sofia is
occupied by Nazi troops.
APRIL:
6—Germany invades Yugoslavia and
Greece.

tection of Greenland to safe-
guard northern shipping routes,
and forestall a German move
toward the Western Hemisphere.
MAY:
1—British announce that 48,000 of

60,000 troops landed in Greece
have been evacuated.

10—Rudolph Hess, deputy leader of
the Nazi party, flies from Ger-
many, is captured in Scotland.

27—President Roosevelt proclaims an
unlimited ¥tate of national emer-
gency in the United States.

22—Without warning and in viola-
tion of nonaggression pact the
German Army invades Russia.
JULY:
3—Premier Stalin calls an the So-
viet people to “scorch the earth”
as the Nazi armies lance deep
into Russia,
AUGUST:

14—President Roosevelt, Prime Min-
ister Churchill announce the At-
Jantic Charter evolved during s
series of meetings aboard war
vessels in the Atlantic.

ing the Axis pledge s common
victory.
MARCH:
185—Hitler predicts a German victory

over Russia by the end ‘of
summer.

MAY: ’
26—Great Britain-Soviet Union sign
a twenty-year mutual aid pact.
10—Czech village of Lidice wiped
out by the Nazis in reprisal for
the sassassina ‘on of Reinhard
Heydrich, Nazi official.
JULY: B
1—British Eighth Army stops Rom-
mel at El Alamein,

THE WAR YEARS IN THE WORDS OF THE BIG THREE

" $—Allied armies under the com-

2—Sevastopol falls to the Germans.
NOVEMBER:
3—British Eighth Army shatters
Rommel’s line at El Alamein,

mand of Genersl Eisenhower
land in North Africa.

. 27—French fleet is scuttled at Tou-
lon by its crews to balk German
attempt to seize the fleet.

1943

JANUARY:

- $7—Roosevelt and Churchill conclude
Casablanca Conference, in which

they planned the Allied offen-
sives for 1943.
FEBRUARY:
2—The six-month Battle of Stalin-
grad, high tide of the Nazi ad-
vance into the Soviet Union, ends
in a Russgian victory.
11—Kharkov recaptured by the Red
Army.
MARCH:
30—British Eighth Army breaks the
German Mareth Line in Tunisis.
APRIL:
8—RBritish and American forces join
in Tunisia.
MAY:
18—~Mopping-up operations in the

1939

ROOSEVELT: “When peace has been btol;:em anywhers,
the peace * * * everywhere is in danger.”—Sept. 3.

CHURCHILL:

1940

“We are fighting to save the world from
the pestilence of Nazi tyranny.”—8ept. 3.

12—President Roosevelt warns that
United States Navy will shoot
first at Axis warships sighted in
American defense zone.

OCTOBER: .
17—0dessa falls to the Germans aft-
er a long siege; diplomatic corps
and some Government officials
evacuated from Moscow to
JKuibyshev a3 German armies
drive to within thirty miles of

Moscow.

31—American destroyer Reuben
James torpedoed and sunk in the
Atlantic.

NOVEMBER:

1~—United States extends $1 billion
in lend-lease aid to the Soviet
Union.

20—Red Army recaptures Rostov,
Jaunches first general offensive
of the war in the Ukraine.
DECEMBER:

T—Japanese planes attack Pearl
Harbor without warning, bring-
ing the United States into the
war.

11—Germany- and Italy declare war
on the United States.

1942

JANUARY:
2—Pact of the United Nations is
signed; twenty-six nations fight-

CHURCHILL: - “We shall fight on the hesches, we shall

into deadly grapple

e -~

—aaplilafddibe
won't get the cakes

1943

CHURCHILL:: “We have strong armies in Great Britain,
and it is the assembly base for the United States Armies,
* ¢ * We must prepare for the time *
bulk of these armies will have advanced across the seas

* * when the

on the Continent.”—May 14.

and the buns and instead the Alfes

fight on the landing grounds, * * * in the fields and in reserve for them the bumps and the bruises.”—Nov. 6.
the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never sur-

render.”" —June 4, after evacuation from Dunkerque.

ROOSEVELT: “It has been our steady policy—and it is
certainly a common-sense policy—that the right of each

ROOSEVELT: “We will extend to the opponents of force nation to freedom must be measured by the willingness of

the material resources of this nation.”—June 10.

1941

ROOSEVELT: “Our country is going to be what our
people have proclaimed it must be—the arsenal of demoe-

racy.”—March 15.

CHURCHILL: “This morning Hitler invaded Russia. * * ¢
We are resolved to destroy Hitler and every vestige of the
Naxzl regime. * ¢ ¢ Any man or State who fights * ¢ ¢
Nazidom will have our aid. Any man or State who
marches with Hitler is our foe.”—June 22.

extermination- against the peoples of the Soviet Union. trials of the conclu
Well, if the Germans wish this td be a war of extermina-

tion, they will get it!"—Nov. 7.
1942

"STALIN: “Any Red Army man can proudly say he is
waging a just war, a war for freedom,”—Feb. 23.

ROOSEVELT: “Only total victory can reward the chame
pions of tolerance, and decency, and freedom, and

—0Oct. 12.

CHURCHILL: “The

that nation to fight for freedom.”—~Dec. 24.

1944
long and terrible march ¢ * * i3 being

accomplished stage by stage. * * * We shall reach the end
of our journey in good order.”—March 286.

ROOSEVELT: “These men * * * fight not for the lust of

June 6.

conquest, but to end conquest. They fight to let justice
arise and for tolerance and good-will.”—D-day prayer,

STALIN: “There is no need to doubt that if the fighting

slliance of the democratic powers has stood the trial of
STALIN: “The German invaders wish to have a war of war [thus far], the more so will the alliance stand the

ding stage of the war.”—Nov. 7.

1945

CHURCHILL: “The United Nations are an unchalleng-
able power to lead the world to prosperity, freedom and

(San Francisco) as

happiness'—Feb, 27.

ROOSEVELT: “I am confident that the Congress and the
American people will accept the results of this conference

the beginning of a permanent struc-

falth” - tyre of peace.”—March 1.

] STALIN: “The United Nations will destroy fascism and
CHURCHILL: “This is not the end.- It is not even the German militarism and will sternly punish war criminals

beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the and will compel the Germans to make good the losses they

beginning.”—After the invasion of North Africa, Nov. 10.- have inflicted upon other nations.”—May 1.

Tunisian campaign are com-
pleted with the capture of 150,-
000 prisoners, vast quantities of
material,
JUNE:
12—~1Island of Pantelleria, off Sicily,
surrenders to the Allies after

an intense, two-week aerial
bombardment,
JULY: .

10—American, British and Canadian
troops invade Sicily, laat step-
ping stone on route to Italy.

26—Mussolini 1s ousted as Italian
Premier; King Victor Emmanuel
names Marshal Badoglio to suc-
ceed him,

SEPTEMBER: -
3—Allied armies hurdle the Straits
of Messina, begin the invasion of
gouthern Italy.

9—]Jtaly’s unconditional surrender,
after an armistice signed on
Sept. 3, 18 announced; Germans
in Italy continue fighting.

OCTOBER:

2—Allied armies capture the Ital-
ian port of Naples, one of the
greatest in the world. :

NOVEMBER:
“midst of & grest winter offelilive
in the Ukraine.

DECEMBER:

T—Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin,
conclude a conference at Tehe-
ran, announce that they have
reached a complete agreement
“as to the scope and timing of
operations” to knock Germany
out of the war.

1944

JANUARY:
16—Genera! Eigsenhower arrives in
England to sssume command of
the Allied forces preparing to in-
vade Europe from the west.
20—Twenty-nine-month-long  siege
of the city of Leningrad by Ger-
man and Finnish troops is lift-
ed by the Red Army.
FEBRUARY:
13—Great Allied offensive against
Germany’s industrial resources
reaches a peak as strategic air
forces shower 17,000 tons of
bombs on Germany in one week.
JUNE:
4—American Fifth Army liberates
Rome, the Italian capital; drive
Germans northward.
6—D-day; Allied armies from Eng-
land land on the French . .coast
in Normandy, breach Hitler's

vaunted Atlantic Wall.

—

——
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10—United States takes over the pro-

100 OUTSTANDING DATES

15—First German robot bombs begin
falling on England.

JULYX:

20—Nazis report that an attempt
has been made on Hitler’s life by
& group of generals; report pun~
ishment of those responsible.

21~—American forces in Normandy
break the German defense line
at Avranches, begin pursuit of
the Germans across France,

AUGUST:

15—Allied armies from Italy and
Africa invade southeen France.
25—Paris is liberated.

SEPTEMBER:"

4—TFinland signs an armistice with
the Soviet Union, leaves the
war,
8—~Iron Guard Government over-
thrown in Bulgaria as that coun-
try signs an armistice with the
Allies and quits the war.
12—Invasion of Germany from the
west begins as American First
Army troops crose the German
border just east of Aachen.
) Vl'l—.A.llied airborne landings at Arn-
}— - “hem, secldwg to secure Rhia¢— -
River crossings in the north, are
repelled by the Nazis,

DECEMBER:

16—German Army stopz month-old
Allied winter offensive by
counter-attacking through the
Ardennes Forest.

2—German attack on Western
Front is contained; Allied coun~
ter-attack, which wiped out the
German bulge after six weeks of
tighting, is launched by Gen.
Eisenhower.

1943

JANTARY:

14—Warsaw is liberated as a great
Red Army winter offensive
clears the Germans from Poland,
carries deep into Germany.
FEBRUARY:

8—Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin
meet at Yalta, to coordinate the
final blows against Germany and
lay plans for the peace.
18—Budapest falls to Red Army.
28—American First and Ninth
Armies breach the Germans”
Roer River Line protecting the
Cologne Plain.
MARCH:
f2—~Allied troops sweeping norik
over the Cologne Plain reach the
Rhine opposite Duessgeldort.
5—Cologme falls to American First
Army troops.
T—First Allied crossing of the
Rhine is made at Remagen.
16—American Third and Seventh
Army troops begin attack which
gecures the vital Saar basin im

23—American Third Army crosses
the Rhine in force just above
Mannheim to thresten south-
central Germany.
24—Pritish and American forces
cross the Rhine in the north,
drive on the Ruhr.
APRIL:

8—Ruhr is cut off from the rest of
_Germany by a linking of Amer-
ican patrols at Paderborn,

11—American troops reach the Elbe
at Magdeburg; Coblenz and
Essen fall to the Allies.

18—Vienna falls to Red Army col-
umns advancing along the
Danube River.

21—The Red Army thrusts into Ber-
lin from its bridgeheads west of
the Oder River.

25—American and Soviet Armies
link their fronts at Torgau, be-
low Berlin, cutting Germany in
two.

1—The Nazi radio announces the
death cf Hitler; Admiral Karl
Doenitz named as his successor,

2-—Marshal Stalin announces that
the Red Army has completed
the conquest of Berlin with the
surrender of the last 70,000 de-
fenders.

2—Allies announce the uncondition-
al surrender—negotiated April
29—of Nazi troops in Italy,
southern and western Austria.

8—Germans in Holland Denmark

This chart is an attempt te indicate—which ean be done, of course, only in roughest approximation—how the Allied mood changed with the events of the war.

northern Germany surrender.






