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 RUINED ORTONA BEHIND -
CANADIANSDRIVENORTH

Dead and Debrls Fill Tomb-Like Streets Foﬂowmg
Campaign’s Bitterest F1ghtmg—-——0ther Troops
Seize Key Junction, Castel D1 Sangro

By GREGORY CLARK
Algiers, Dec..28—After the most savage and protracted batile of
Canadians in this war, Ortona was captured at daybreak Tuesday,

when the Germans withdrew from the last outskirts of the town and

“backed up to fresh positions in new hills and valleys to the morth=

ward. The path of the pursuing Canadian units was densely sown
with mines, and heavy fire covered the enemy retreat.. )
Ortona—which is on a handsome headland, . was a town both
ancient and modern, and is a shambles sfter eight days of continued
street {ighting, mining and heaviest artillery concentrations. The
tenacious battle put up by the German paratroop rearguard has tested

. the Canadians in every branch of the service brought to bear on the
speediest and most economical capture of the town, which was un-
questionably one of the pivots of the heavily fortzfled and tunnellad

winter line,

With most skilful use of infantry and tanks in con]unctmn, under
deluges of concentrated artillery fire, the Canadians methodically,
house by house, block by block, drove the finest picked German
tighters relentlessly to the last outer fringe of the modern village

i gulleys of the sea coast.

and from there well back info the familiar couniry of  hills and

Proud of past performances in many dlfferent types of fzghtmg,
all officers and men are proud anew of their triumph in the kind.of
warfare most exhausting to soldiers in all past wars, that i sloW

i elose-in fighting from house to house.

Departure of the Germans during the early mornmg hours wWas
in the caldest weather yet experienced in Haly; but which reminded
the line-bucking Canadxans for the first 1ime reéally of December at

I home. "
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Smas}:ing Nc_orthward‘
Algiers, Dec. 20—Canzdian iroops
lsmashed north along the coast in|
i'snow and sleet today toward Rome' s
ledmatm port of Pescara.
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Other Eighth Army trotps eap-| | | B0, CARBR Totn o ortand

| resembles a fomb and  for many
I soldiers and civilians it has been
1just that. The dead, lying in the
lrstreets and doorways, have not yet
been removed by the burial parties, j
Bvery street in the Adriatic port

i tured the Apennine transport junc-;t
.‘cion of Castel di Sangro, another!
Leystone of the German defence
line, in violent fighting all acruss
Taly.,

Inland from Ortona, Indian froops:
won new heights north of #*Villa
Grande, and New Zealanders inched
forward Tetween Orsogna and
Guardiagrele. The batfle for Villa
Grande may prove to be another
Ortona. The village, about 2 mile
long. contains groups of houses 300
yards apart, providing the defenders
with excellent strongpoints which
must be reduced one by one,

The Eighth Army blows rolled up
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tacks near the mouth of the Garlg-
lano river.

Dead Lie In Sireeis
By DOUGLAS AMARON
‘With Canadian forces in Italy,
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of 9,000, captured Tuesday morning
{by Canadian trovps of the First
i Division after a week of some of
the bloodiest fighiing in the Medi-
terranean c¢ampaign, is piled high
) with debris, most of which was ex-
tensively mined by the retreating:

1 Nazis.

The roar of batile has lified from
! the ruing and for a few hours yes-

terday afternocn not even a shell

landed. in the street.
i There were no cheering civilians
3] to greet the Canadiang in this vie-
iory for those who had remained in

‘| the town were too stunned to reatize

4 fully that the enemy was gone, Even
the Canadians can't believe the

=fE battle is over.
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Lanaﬂians“-ﬂ?fﬁrest Fi glﬂ:

what has become known as the
battie of Moro valley, It was the
bitterest, bloodiest, most prolonged
|fight the Canadian soldiers have

"Jhad since they entered Sicily more

than five months aga.
Culy the next few days will tell

| where the Germans make their
next stand. The steep Arielli river

I valley, about seven miles north of
the Mevo, offers a natural defence.
line, but the Germans may try ta
hold the Tesord river. 1% wmiles
closer 1o Oriona. The last German
troops to leave Ortona were para-
troopers. beaten back by western
| Canadian infantrymen and easiern
 Camnadian tanks. Other western
irpops who had beer guarding Or-
tona's  southwest flank pushed
‘through the town in hot pursult

i Battle Raged to End
By WILLIAM STEWART

H

i With the Canadians in Italy, Dec.
| 20— (CP}—The battle for battered
jand ruined Orfona raged without
'a break Monday. The Germans
! fought with unabated fierceness but
"slowly were pressed Dack info a
Ismall group of Dbuildings at the

northern end of the town.

othér day in this bitter batile—
a capaphony of machine-guns and

and the explozions of tank and

anti-tanik guns and shells. ~
The Germans kept shelling .ang

maortaring the southern bulge of the

town in which the Canadians were

| strongly established.” -

.‘ To the southwest of the town an-

i other Canadian force engaged para-,

rchute troops defending Ortona's
‘flank and’ the ground overlooking
the read leading to Pescara. Cana-
dians there spent Monday elearing
_the sector' across which the Ger-
mans had sent waves of troowns
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'I"ne capture of Ortona has ended’

Monday was the same as any

snipers’ bullets, bursts of grenades
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-against positions occupied by Cana-
djan Highlanders (the Seaforth
Highlanders) who made a successiul
Christmas Eve march toward Villa
Nieola and Villa San Tommaso.’
Both these villages are approXi-
mately 1% miles southwest ‘of
Ortona. .
Underestimated Canadians

The Germans underestimated the
strength of the Canadians who had-
advanced with tanks supporting:
them over ihe soft muddy ground.
There was violent fighting at close
quariers in which the Scots wielded
their bayonets with good effect. i

One platoon of Germans fought
right up to a Canadian company |
headguarters where the last of the
enemy group was killed by an ol-
ficer who had io use his pistol to|
tring the German down almost at]
his feet. ;

Another German platoon was cut;
to pieces when it moved directly]
in front of a group of Canadians
waiting for them in slit ‘erenches.l
Artillery fire brought down the)
survivors as they withdrew!

At least 100 enemy soldiers were|
teft dead there and another 30 were\
taken prisoner, |

¥oe Brought Up ’Chutists

The fight the Canadians put up
from their positions less than two
miles from Ortona—aleng the Pes-|.
cara road to which they had sent
patrols—caused the enemy to ‘bring
.in at least one fresh battalion of
: parachutists o reinforce what re-|t
\ mained of his line beyond the Moro|:

| valley. 1
[

'l‘ The Canadians also sent a force 1o} -
sweep the paratroopers from the
ground they held immediately south-
west of Ortana and from which fhey| .
‘ had been laying down & harassing]|;
| fire on the lateral road intg™ the
l town.
Canadian tanks gave the infaniry
invaluable support in these actions:
| Employing tactics similar 1o those
| used in Ortona’s street fighting, they !
| blasted out the enemy machine-gun:
! nests and upset and scattered the
houses shielding them.
Flame-throwers were no deter-
| rent to the tanks. However, the

tanks had to proceed warily because
of mines and German versions of
Molptov cocktails which were hurled
against the tank hulls by enemy
soidiers crouching in doorways,

Tanks Meet, Both Die
By RICHARD D. McMILL AN
. With the Eighth Army, Iialy, Deec.
26— (Delayed)—(BUP) T We were
|making our way along a shell-
pocked trail north of Ortona where
the ambulance was hzlted by a
solemn Christmas spectacle,
. Standing at-attention in the pour-
ing rain were six silent British
Tommies, A figure wrapped in a

i greateoat lay before therm in a

fresh-dug grave at the head of which

|
away, facing the Sherman, Ia I
German Mark IV special, also o\}freff {
turned, its I0-foot 73 mm. gun
barrel sticking stitfly into the air.
It was as if {wo great prehistoric
monsters, meeting face to face, had
refused to yield the road, and died
Jin meortal combat.

A_ half-mile farther on, we heard
s_trams of music. Wa got out to
listen. A band was playing. the
carol “Christians Awake.”

stood a heoded padre, reading the
burial service, . :
_ The Tommies' comrade had died !
in the gfim Christmas struggle for!

the village of Villegrande. beiween |
Ortona and Orsogna. i

As I watched that struggle from
an chaervation post 500 yards. south -
of the wvillage, I'saw the fighting:
rage from house. to flame-seared,
house, held fiercely by stubborn:
German parafroopers” As the de- |
fenders were herded gradually to|
the eastern end of the village I‘
could hear their machine-guns still
chattering defiantly, "Then, after a
little while, the enemy fire ceased.

Going back, our driver skirted
shell holes earefully, for in our
ambulance was part of the price we
had paid for that little village. The
rest of the price was shown by
rows of white erosses,

Onee we came upon a strange and
savage sight. On its side lay a
Sherman heavy tank. Twenty feet
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