NurembergIs Smashed
By British, GCanadians
At Cost of 96 Planes

RG.AF. Loses 13 Ships as Great Armada
Pours Death and Destruction on Germany

London, March 31.—(AP)-—A great armada of R.AF.|
and R.C.A.F. bombers numbering probably more than 1,000
smaghed at the southern German transport centre and Nazi
congress city of Nuremberg and other points in the Reich
last night at a cost of 96 planes—the heaviest toll ever tak-
en of an Allied air fleet in a single operation. The R.C.A.F.
. —which made a big contribution to the blistering attack—
Jost 13 bombers. The Canadian bomber group loss was five
less than the record of 18 lost by the R.C.A.F. in the heavy
attack on Leipzig on the night of February 19-20. Thirteen
R.C.A'F. bombers also were missing after the last heavy|
night attack on Berlin~on March 24-25. The record R.A.F.
loss was announced just as the entire German network with
the exception of Vienna in Austria shut down this morning
shortly after the warning that “enemy planes are approach-

3 93 N
ing, !

%~ -— -Great Bomb Load

The first German warnings said
. the daylight raiders were over Hes-
sen-Nassau province in Prussia in
which Frankfurt is situated.
© 'The announced loss last night,
which contrasted to German claims
of having inflicted the greatest de-
feat of the war on the R.AF. with
' the shooting down of 132 four-
_engined hombers, was incurred in
"the 1Tth heavy bomber operation
in March by the R.A.F.s sky fleets.
The brief Air Ministry communi~
{ gue made no reference to the bomb
| load, but it used the term “in very
great strength,” suggesting that:
‘probably 2,000 long tons of bombs
were dropped, despite the distance
involved.
“Are Unescorted

. Unprotected by shields of escort-
ing fighters such as guard Ameri~
i can daylight formations and only
i lightly armed, the big R.AF. and
R.CAF. bombers fell easy prey fo
'Nazi night fighter pilots and anti-
aircraft gun crews, who could. sil-
‘hlouette them against the moonlit
sky.
, —~ ' The big air battle of the night
sky swirled over Germany and oc-
,cupled terrifory during almost the
jentire 1,100-mile round frip. be-
‘tween Britain and Nuremberg, with
an average of one bomber plum-
. meting to earth every 11 miles.
Nearly 700 airmen were believed
to_have been killed or captured,
: The Air Ministry also announced-
that RAF, and R.CAF. fighters:
flew offensive patrols over north-}
ern France yesterday and that dur-,
ing.the night intruder planes rang-;
ed over the Continent, shooting up
|airfields in France, the Low Coun-
tries and Germany itself. |
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- sy vurémberg Attack

One fighter and one z:ntruder2
were missing from these opera-;
tions, . !

Mines were also laid in enemy
waters during the night by R.AF.
bombers., .

The attack on Nuremberg— the
scene of Adolf Hitler’s pre-war
| Nazi party rallies and the peace-
time centre of the toy industry—
l'was the ninth of the war on that
. city. _
{c grevious blows had devastated
1108 acres of Nuremberg's built-up
s area. . .

. 'The ¢ity is one of the most im-
portant railway and industrial
centres of southern Germany. It is
the site of important war plants,
and the junction of railway lines
\leading from the Ruhr to south-
east Germany and from Berlin to
Munich anld Italy.f I4t5 313610 a, peace-
time population o ,000, - -
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