Strike Muhny

' TLondon, _Feb.' g (CP)'.-—-DESplte an

official warning that continuance
of their strike would be considered
mutiny, 800 RCAF ground crew
personnel ‘at - Down Ampney "air
transport station in Gloucestershire
today . decided - to remain idle, but
1,200 others at Odiham station. in
Hampshire :annouriced .they would
return te work tomorrow.

‘The decision taken at Odiham air
gransport station herdlded the end
of 4 four-day work stoppage in pro-
test against delays in repatriation.
‘Mhe Down Ampney ground c<rew
men -went on strike for the same
Teason Thursday.

The strikers -at both RCAF sta-
tiuns were warhed-that RCAF head-
quarters in Ottawa had set next
‘Monday as a deadline for return to
€uty. Odiham and Down Ampney
were the only overseas RCAF es-
tablishments so- far inveived in work
#toppages. .

Three ground crew men fro the
R CAF Topcliffe repatriation ‘depot
#t Leeming, Yorkshire, are due here
* tomorrow Lo discuss répatriation
eomplaints with Air Commodore H.
B. Godwin, acting air officer com-
mandmg the RCAF overseas:

Wo Strike-on ‘Continent
‘RCAF stations -on the Continent’

fave not been affected.  Air Com-. -

modore W. W. Brown of Hamilton,
Ont., senior air disarmament staff.
officer ‘at No. 8 Group headquar-
ters, said: “1 have not heard. any-
thing’ about a 'strike. going o any-
where in . Germany among any
RCAF personnel ‘and-to the best of
.‘my knowledge there. have been no
such ‘strikés and’ none are pend:ng
Group Capt. F. A, Sampson, per-
xonnel officer at the RCAF's - over-
geas headquarters in London,. ad-
dressed the men ‘at- both Odiham
and Down Ampney during ‘the day.
“It will be considered mutiny iff
Yyou men are oui after. Feb. 11,” he
.#old the Down Amphey strxkers. "
His speech ‘there . was punctuated
wyith boos. and cat-calls by the

ground crew men, who veted: by a|

show .of. hands to. continue ‘their
strike. It is' understdod a: secret
ballot will . 'be held tomorrow at

the Gloucestershlre station itd” con~ |-

firm or reject today’s decision.
At' ‘both stations’ the 1d1e men
were informed of a warmng from

Ottawa that if the men: did-nat re-§

turn by Monday, stopﬁages of pay
and - allowances, and ‘postwar
: igratumes dould “result,
Klelay in repatnatmn "

‘The Odzham decision io] resume 2
work was not generaliy known at)
Down " Ampney when -tha- men Aat

-‘personally for more than an hour

. with. mixed feelings at Down - Amp-|

'y w,e}l as |,

the Iatter station voted. to remau}
eut. R

“ Warning Brings Boos

Group Capt. Sampson said at the
€loucestershive station 'that the {
men's request for speedier repatria-:

tion had been brought ‘to the at-r
tention ‘of interested parties m the'
! United Kingdom.
“That’s what we want,” a ground
erew man shouted.
The men ‘hooed ' Wheu ‘the- per—

- monnel officer said their pay-allow-|-

ances woud be stopped if ‘they re-;
mained on strike .after.Feb, 11 and
that “we could cut your feod”

Earlier in the day, the Down,
Ampney men said they would rea

© main idle wuntil they received a'

- satisfactory answer to'a cable sent;
to Prime Minister-Mackenzie Km'?
" asking for an “immediate change
in RCAF gccupation pohcv in the!
United Kingdom and “complete re.|
patriation of non-volunteers.”

At Odiham the men deliversed|
this statement  to “theip. ‘ station |,
commander, Group Capt. _N. Wi

 Wimmerman of Kingston, Qnt,

“On resumption: of their duties,
the airmen of the RCAF at de—ﬁ
ham wish the' Canadian, public to:
know they are "-still dissatistied:
with statements’ and actions of the;

_ &overnment, :

“They have returned to work

i Xolely . because. they. realize - that

; under the c1rcumstances, a demon—'
" gtration of ‘this sort cannot con-
© tinué indefinitély and even now it
is still necessary to maintainp Cana-
dian commitments overseas,
Hope for Support :

“They smcele]y hope the people
" of Canada” will not .. forget. ‘their.
grievances, bhut . will carry on the'
struggle whers they left off.”

The 2,000 men involved in the
sirikes were all of the ‘rank of
gcorporal or lower, '

Speaking early in the day at. Odi-:
ham, Group Capt. Sampson, -deliv-,
ered the warning that - Ottawa had:
set next Monday as a-deadline for
& return to work. The mien there!

_gave him a friendly reception and{
after the meeting questioned- him

wbout their individial problems.:
:Despite the strike, air service was
partially resumed today. Four
Pplanes left for the Cdntinent on
scheduled trl_ps after bemg servwed
by officers. -
_ Decision "of the 'OQdikam _men to
break oif their strike was. received

ney. Some men condemned . their
fellow-ground erew personnel, while
aothers fook the view that a protest
-against. the repatriation.. . program
;ad bee? accomiplished and nothe|
ng-was to be gained by prol

the. sitdown,. g,. ¥ pro o‘n,gmg

'
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