QUARTER MILTION HEN SERVE \

Coastal Artillery and Aerodrome Defence|
* Units Located in Strategic Places to
Guard Against Possible Invasion

Ottawa, May 21.—(CP)—A new and more detailed pic-|:
ture of the role of the Canadian army in-the defence of
North Africa and its outposts is hefore the public as a re-|
sult of Defence Minister Ralston’s. statement on the army
in the House .of Commons. While the composition and fune-}

. tion of the army overseas has been described before, the|
minister in a statement spread over three days threw new
light on the employment of the 250,000 men serving in Can-
ada and the outposts of the Continent, such as Newfound-

- N e

land, Labrador, Alaska and the West Indies. Canada and, to. some extent the| -
Incredise, of 140,000 =~ O—— , - ‘ i,r%ge@:g}x;‘s)gelxs. o
The over-all strength of the army e L _staffs actually aﬁgm%?in_lng centreé |
as of March 31 last was given by . canokeRg'ls%n said the home force 32000 and it takes .zw?ofneethai:
Col. ‘Ralston as 440,000, of whom cqual parte oo squghly into three | training and -administration duties |
190,000. are overseas, During thej - tional troops; he ,000 each—opera- | fOr every five. being" trained. . The |
preceding’ 12" months the overseas ment and maen it ol establish- humber of troops in training at the
army grew- from 130,000 ‘to .180,000. ' In training stream, |™Moment is in excess of 80,000,
and the home army from 170;000: to : In Many Locations Adequate Resorves
250,000/ on. the strength of enlist-| Operational troops consist of (1)| In discussing the o :
ments of 125,000 and 60,000 drafted | Barrisons at ports, fortresses apd|Col Ralston said thversm army
men who did Hiot volunteer for’ serv- vital areas in Canada and the out. | {¥00PS required for . ¢ number of
ice outside Canada,.Thus  the net| posts-and (2) reserves at inland | PUrposes, in additioco n[;s and army
increase in‘army strength-in thelast | points ready for rapid movement | 4iVisions, had been l;;‘ O ome five
fiscal yedr was about 140,000 after Yo any area attacked, These re- | €Xpected. More than §$3 ban s
an intake 6f new men’ amounting | i‘f;‘giss I.Hdéldfg the 6th and 7th gi- | 204 Supplementary units hﬁ“ﬂ?g"
0185000 - - S-and the brigade organized i ; n
“The minister said the army .re- | the 8th division. . S0UPS Of |t the two"co?,‘i‘é‘ii% and. overseas
) quires about 100,000 men -in the thGIVmE: an idea of the extent of|,, 10¢ understanding ham;)y
fiscal yéar 1943-44, If that number © garrison duty undertaken by the | 1€ forces of remforc:;x e poat
is obtained and discharged and cas- army he said coastal artillery are|C0ada overseas during g oM
ualties were on the same basis as ;atloned In six east coast areas | P€ Canadian army hasgn t%eyears
last year it would mean the addi- ou-.areas in - Newfoundland, one | 2Ction has gone into the ot fen In,
tion of some 66,000 men to the total SUbd%Vlde_d area in Labrador, | these corps and arm Sraffing of
strength and as the minister expects _ Operational troops are located thus the need for reinfzr units a’.ld
to decrease the home force by 15,000 In 19 areas in the Pacific com- sizeable numbers had»ne\(i(mlems y
"an increase in the overseas army of | ggﬁ?d, 3217 lareas' in the Atlantic ed'.P ‘never lessen-
about 80,000 would appear to be in| mand, 10 inland ar he minister i ive
’ P ) areas outside Canada, eas and four bercentage of dficw;llg:g t‘:'e%ﬁzrgte‘

contemplation,
ipor the first time the minister | TS available overseas to meet |-

lifted the curtain of
aerodrom_e defence - s&zﬁ'écyogn gllg
3£m51r which ha_s been in process of
d velopment since Pearl Harbour
rought the threat of air attack
cgoser to Canada. He said they are |th
IS\I 1gmg from Alaska to Sydney, | 185 d
- a3, and from Yukon to Labrador’ o men enlisted for Eeneral
With: Special We Rt
ppeth: . eapons N_ot all these would be fit
oThese ,‘,’,‘;’;ﬁﬁgs _ ggu. aergdrome :;7211;(%%0 gor overseas, but thegg
speci ipped - with [2'¢ 100,000 of them in a suit:
igf :;latiy wcegggéi égltlgs, c;rmersd and ﬁgdlgzl Ot(:)%teiory. Irzrl1 algdi?ioiu‘lttgg:
Yo A ,” he said. : nome Fogp:
fo Ifg:gta.llggl_c%n of anti-aircraft de- brought in under >£Zfeﬂc:bﬂ};mgps’v
in different partd of Canagda | 2¢t, who could be made avazi?a-'gi: .

had ' require i o i
troops,q d a sizeable number of (f:gfmfz‘l:‘lr"l‘ce anywhere by order-in.

The department, said the mi o -
Ii;}ter, -hopes to be able to retrilleéle
the home war establishment dur- 149
1sr11§ the present year.  This con-
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