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The Royals lost some precious
at sea as a floating reserve backed
by the Royal Marine Commando in time m forming up their landing
small fast motorboats manned by craft but apparently had surprise
m their favor as they took their
the Fighting French
These forces plus a detachment course past the piers of Dieppe Mr
'The enemy evi
of American Rangers moved across Saunders writes
IIotiila) for
the Channel to the French Boast in dently mistook it (the
the early morning of Aug 19 in a one o! their own convoys for the
IIotilla of more than 200 vessels. It harbor lights were turned on
Day had dawned when the lust
included eight destroyers, motor
gunboats and motor launches escort- wave touched down on the beach
ing the carrying and landing craft 300 yards wide and 250 feet deep
H M.S CalPe was headquarters ship, with a 12-foot seawall about 50 feet
from the water's edge A withering
H M.S Fernie reserve H Q
fire opened cutting down most of
Tolls of Failtues.
the officers as the troops raced for
After detailing the dbjectives Mr the shelter of the wall But it ai
forded no protection as i " was swept
by enfilade fire from the left IIank
Meantime the Royals C Company
and D Company with Lt -Col D E
Catto of Toronto had landed to the
west of the seawall under the cliffs
After considerable delay due to
heavy fire they scaled the cli8 and
cleared the enemy out of the houses
at the top But they were But oifsix officers end 15 other ranka~for
the Germans exvered with machmegun fire the cap up which they
came They did not surrender until
l 20 o clock.
The mom assault on Dieppe en
trusted to the Essex Srnttish and
the RIi L.I was made on a sea front
where the beach stretches from the
west breakwater far 1700 yards and
ends at the cliffs in the shadow of i
the Casino It was the task of the
two regiments to seize the beaches
enable the tanks to land and then
to push on and hold the town while
extensive demolitions were carried
out
Etiooogtered 1~9lllade Firs
The Essex Scottish went In on the
left, the R HZ I on the right, their
landing covered by a snort intense
bombardment form the destrnyert
Canadli~n Press 8tali Writer

DIEPPE OBrTEG°1'IVES listed by Mr Saunders were (1) Coast defense batteries
(2) Radlolocatlon station and ants-aircraft guns (3) Airfield of St Aubin (4) Coastal
defense battery (5) Coastal defence batteries (6) West half of esplanade beach (7)
Eastern half of beach (8) Harbor, marshal hag yards gas works polder station, gasoline
dumps and drug factory Floating reserve (9) and (10) stood offshore

at sea followed by some 60 cannon
firing Spitfires and Hurricanes
shooting up the fortified houses
along the beach At the same time
three squadrons of Bostons and
Blenhetma
dropped
smoke to
smother the eastern headland
The two regiments rushed foi~
ward but-like the Royal Regiment
at Puits~ame under fierce frontal
and enfilade fire The defenses in
the houses beyond the promenade
had been subdued but not silenced
As the smoke drifted away maay
guns-some of considerable calibreopened fire from the caves m the
facE` of the headland to the east
Nearer the headland the Essex
Scottish were held up by wire at
the seawall separating the beach
from the promenade
`though e
small party subsequently penetrated
into the town Mr Saunders writes
To their right some of the R H L I
stormed the Casino Pillboxes were
blown up The demolition charges
of Sgt G A liiekson sapper from
Kitchener Ont quelled all resist
ante in the Casino and destroyed
among other defenses a four inch
gun Sgt. Hickson was awarded the
DCM
Three small parties pressed on in
to the town including one led by
Sgt Hickson They eventually reacA
ed the Church of St Remy but, be
ing unsupported, could go no
further
All Craft Were Hit,
Meanwhile the ffrst wave of the
Calgary Regiment s tanks had
arrived at the beach earned n six
tank landing craft with sappers and
beach parties The sappers were to
demolish the tank obstacles m
Dieppe s narrow streets. Because
the defenses had not been mastered
the craft were fired on All were
Ait One sank One remained aground
on fire
But all but two of the tanks were
successfully landed One did not
succeed m beaching until the fourth
attempt losing three helmsmen in
its efforts
Half-an hour later the second
wave of tanks came in under etren
heavier fire One landing craft was
sunk just off the beach Altogether
28 tanks were leaded A number got
over the seawall to the Esplanade
Some turned west to attack tke de
Tenses on the western headland
Others made for the town itself
But the casualties among the
engineers were so heavy that none
was available to demolish the tank
blocks at the foot of the streets
leading into the town One tank
smashed through a house and got
into the town followed by probably
two more Other tanks moved up
and down the Esplanade flying until

their ammunition was exhausted
Because the anti tank defenses had
not been overcoats they were tin
able to give adequate support
By 6 30 in the morning " Mr
Saunders wastes
the force coin
m~nders of H M S Caipe were well
aware the situation was not developing as well as had been hoped No
word had come from the Royal Regi
meat at Puits or from No 3 Com
mando at Berneval On the other
hand the situation at Pourville
appeared not unfavorable It was
known too that No 4 Commando
had landed successfully at Vasterival The military force commander
decided that the time had come to
make use of lus reserves
Compelled to Stirreader
At that time fue slackened somewhat on the eastern half of the
Dieppe beach It seemed to Ma,
Gen Roberts (who commanded the
operation jointly with Capt J
Hughes Hallett for the navy and
Air VicZ~Marshal T Leigh Mallory
for the air force) that if the Essex
Srnttish could be reinforced they
would be able to Rapture the vital
eastern headland especially with
tanks to help them
At 7 o Block Les Fusiliers Mont
Royal were sent m But the fire on
the beaches as soon as they landed
proved to be as fi~rce as ever More
than half of them were carried by
the strong tide to a stretch of
shingle and rock facing high cliffs
west of the main beach Met with
machine-gun and mortar fire from
the clifftop they surrendL4ed a>lasit
noon after more than 100 had been
wounded
Two other parties of the F M.R.S
landed almost opposite the casino
and pushed on One party under
Copt G Vandelac of Montreal at
tacked some of the houses on the
Boulevard de Verdun With 11 men
Sgt Pierre Dubuc of Montreal turn
ed east and reached the Bassin du
Canada part of Dieppe s Inner harbor His party destroyed a German
machine-gun post, killed or wounded
ail the Germans on craft in the dock
basin and pressed on until they en
countered superior German forces
Out of ammunition they were
forced to surrender
By a ruse Sgt Dubuc effected an
escape for his men and reached the
beach by 11 o clock to find the coatis
aUon had begun He helped his
wounded commanding officer Lt
Col bollard M<nard to a landing
craft and carried a badly wounded
corporal to another He was award
ed the Military Medal
Despite the efforts of the F M.R. .S
the eastern headland remauted tin
taken and
Mayor-C,en
Roberts
about 8 30 a m sent in the Royal

Marine Commando
Quoting the
official report
'With a courage
terrible to see the marines went
m to land determined if fortune
so willed to repeat at Dieppe what
their fathers had accomplished at
Zeebrugge
Few who reached the
beach survived unhurt
Dlecided to Withdraw

By now Mr Saunders says "ii
was obvious that the headlands tc
the east and west of Dieppe wouk
not be captured in time to permit
an entry into the town the door
were m fact still closed
It wa
decided to withdraw those who list
been assaulting them and the town
so intrepidly
Mr Saunders devotes a chapter
to the triumph in the air saving
The enemy were not prepared ant
at the beginning brought no more
than 25 to 30 fighters on the scene
These presently increased to be
tween 50 and 100 including fighter
bombers
But it was not until 1(
o Block ut the morning that the firsl
German bombers appeared By that
time our aircraft had been flying
in great strength over a part of the
enemys occupied territory for five
hours They were to continue tc
do so unt 1 nightfall
He says the only major success
the German air force could claim
was the sinking of the Berkeley
which happened to catch a pack
of bombs jettisoned from a Junkers
88 attacked by a Spitfire
There
was evidence to show that German
logs in
to be 9~ntay 11`zve been a¢ high
as 270. British losses were 98 au
craft
WithdranvaL Wsa Diifiault.
The withdrawal itrnn the main
beaches was tuned to begin at il
a m under a Burtsan of Bostonlard
smoke It was earned out with great
difficulty in the face of the heaviest
fire By 1220 most of the men who
had fought their way back to the
beaches had been taken away
Crewe of the landing craft and
Canadian mednaal officers and orderlies showed the greatest heroism,
Shortly before one o clock H M S
Calpe had cla4ed to within cone
cables of the beach and was under
machine-gun fire No sagas of troops
or landing craft save derelicts
could be seen The headquarters
ship returned to the rnver of smoke
just as a last signal came from
shore at 106 p .tn It was the head
quarters of Bntradler W
W
Southam saying he was compelled to
surrender
The expedition returned to floe
ports from which it had sailed some
M the chaps not berthing until past
midnight

