Every Fighter Unit
of RCAF Employed

. Supporting Attack

‘t London, Aug. 19 (CP). One-thnd
jof the German Au Force's fizhter-
 plane strength in the Wesi pinbabiy
cwas destroyed or damaged today in
the fierce sky battles that raged
rover Dieppe on a scale ¢comparabie
"tn the titanic struggles of the Bal-
tle of Britain (wo years agn.
- The Germans are believed 1o have
(had a force of about 500 fighters
‘lbased in the West zope, and 11 1s
i known that 82 of these were cer-
tainly destroyed todas, and 100
{othem were probably destroyed ov
. damaged.

United Nations planes providing
~Aa great canopy over the Commancdo
landing and land operations beneath
 were estimated  to humber  more
"than 1,000—the largest daytime air
farmada ever sent up {rom this
“tsland.

Every Canadian fighter squadron
was in action. Canadian Army co-
operation squadrons were in action
for the first time, possibly support-
ing Canadian troops who spear-

headed the nine-hour assault on,
Nazi installation in the Dieppe area.:

This was not certain, however, as

the co-operation  squadions  may

nave heen used on Channel patrol
dut,

There was this ciffercnee between
the lighting today and that in the
Battile ot Britain: The Germans lost
four to five machines [op every Brit-
1sh one Jost in the R.AF. defensive
hattle two years ago. And today
he losses given so far indicate the
Nazis  could do little better than
laim one Allied machine {or ever)
ne they lost.

Nazi Loss Heavy.

Conditions today were even less

favorahle for the United Nations

air forees than they weie tor the

Germans, whe came over England

moswarms in 1940, Fot one thing. '

ey were met by a Nazy {orce hia
m numbers, and for another, theit

chief task was (he ptotection of the |

Allied eround and sea forces.

The German losses must he con-
sidered Uvery heavy.” in the yview
nf qualified observers, espewvially in
teation 1o the total air sirengtlc in

this theatie. It was believed these

lnsse~ would produce some dram on
German air strength in other areas.
Allied losses wele ninety-five planes.

One indirect outcome of the air
successes over Dieppe will probahly
he a softening of German air power

against Russia, particularly if the

' Nazis find it necessary to withdraw
 fighters from the eastern front to
1eplace losses in the west. )

The aiv protection affmded the .
zround forees was unparallelea .
British fightine histors,

PorTtas a \V’er'_\'ng'atlr.\m: fralure ot
;the rayd,” a R.AF. commeniator
<aid. “Both the nation and lhg.
"R.A.F have heen wailing for rhs
"dayv when our troops would zet lh.(:?

support they deserved. They got 11
today.”

There was no doubt that a num-
her of British planes were kst giv-,
ing protection to the troops; by 10’\\-‘,
flving attacks. Bul these alr
assaults must have eased the posi- |
tion for the ground forces.

The protective planes ; zoomed
thick and fast over the Cl‘annel.

By mid-afternoon severajl squafi-'
rons had made as many i‘as sl,s
sweeps, pausing only to rel uel anv
rearm. Action throughoutithe day

ras fast and heav)y. .

“i{}ncrier the command of $quadron
Leader Keith Hodson of i London
Ont., a fighter squadron also [ormj,.
ed part of the pscort'fm' Amecerican
Flying Fortresses which blasted .m"s
the Nazi fighter base al Ahbe\'lhe.!

ance. .

Pl,:?te(;’ the attack on this base, the.

fighter squadron tlew -over tae
Dieppe sector. There it fpught sev-
eral Dornier 217's, latest ‘Nazi dive-
bomber. ;
Constant Procession. i
Hodson., from fifty rards. got in!
one long bhurst at a Ddrnier and
Sergeant M  Zohell of Raimond,
Alta, fired all his cannoin and ma-
MMine-gun ammunition into a second
dive-bomber.  Meanwluile, Seirgeant
Stanley Coshurn of Calgdry attack-
ed two other Dorniers agd was ie-
warded by seeing bulletk rip into
both. ’
A Focke-Wull 190 was gichted by
Hodson during the fiaht, He tived'!
a burst of rannon fire into the .
enemy's [uselage. !
Throughout the dav, .hoginniag i
with the first orev sireaks of daw n, |
there was intensm  aernl m:ti\‘»\'\'|
|

|

i

over fhe Channel. OLf the «<niith
coast, air battles weve gung on al-
most continually. Observers report--
ed a “constant processian” of aii-|
ctaft flying over the coast and ex-
plosions “on the other side.”
Important in the Allied air aciion

was the work of twenty-faur Amori-

L can Flying Fortresses, which. at the!
Iitart of the Dieppe action, raided]
lthe German fighter drome at Abbe-i
| vitle before many planes could lea\'ci
1‘the ~round. |
All the Fortresses returngd hom_e.;
after all hut one had dvopged their;
‘hombs on or near the targat. Thr%[
]worrr damaged by anti-aircraft fire.!
1emd the radio operalor ol one wa,\l
‘ihe only casualty, He had an injured|
! knerecap. ) 'l
Runwass. Juel damps and p\anel.
dispersal areas we'e hit. -'
Abheviile 1s  thirty-erzht  miles \

fam Dieppe. : }
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