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Special Board Created
To Review Sentences

On Canadian Soldiers

!
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Ottawa, Qct. 31 (CP). — Defense,
Minister Abbott announced today in:
ithe Commons a special review'
beard nas been established to re-
iview sentences ol one to five vears
imposed on troops for military or
civilian offenses,

Mr. Abbott, speaking during study
lof army estimates, said the chair-
man of the board was Mr. Justice
John Keiller Mackay of the Ontario
High Cowrt of Justice, with Maj.-
Gen. T. L. Tremblay, inspector-gen-
eral for Eastern Canada, and Brig.
H. G. Nolan, well-known Calgary
{barrister, now in the Judge-Advo-
Yeate's branch, as members.

{ Mr. Abbott sald the board was
reviewing sentences considered to

be longer than usual, v which a
man had been sentenced to one,,
tiva, three, four or five years for a
imilitary or eivillan offense.

This was in addition {o the . zu-
;‘lar means of appeal to the Minister
or to the Governor-in-Council,
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Possible Clemency \
“The board will proceed on the
lassumption that the proceedings
were reglldar and that the sentence
was proper, taking into account
military law and all the circum-i
stances,” said Mr. Abbott. “They:
are reviewing the whole proceed-’
ings to see whether each case is
one in which clemency should be
exergised.
“In other words, the board is in-
tended in a large measuve to per-
{form the functions which the re-
mission branch of the Department
of Justica performs with respect to
civilian affenses.”
Replving te Novman Leckhart
1P, Lincola), Mr. Abbolt said not
all seniences would be reviewed;
only those cases where the sentence
was over a “certain peviod” Al
sentences to penitentiary were be-
ing reviewed

M. Abbolt made his announce-
ment after Joha Diefsnbaker (P.C,
Lake Centre) slressed the need of
such s board op the grounds that
while such serntences welre ueces-
sary i wartime everything should
be done lo ameliorate them now

Abbott said sentences impose
deserters were
Canada and wetre not m
ol more severe in Quebec than any-
where else in the county.

NRMA {roops scheduled 1o
seas last spring,
weve Lold they cou
‘deserters summarily as though theyi
‘had been absent without leave. |

done so d
could be put in an early overseas
draft. Many of those surrendering
voluntarily were given
‘tention and sent overseas.

that peace had returned.
He cited cases of men whe had
been sentenced overseas by military
fcourts and were brought bhacic to
"Canada and placed in penitentiaries
where they would have to associate
with “hardened criminals.”
Care of Dependents
Clarence Gillis (C.C.F. Cape Bre~
tor Scuth: urged that something be
done immediate!> to take care of

the dependents ¢  meu sentenced,

afterr covi-martial and also sug
gested that a member of the Cana-
dian Legior or veterans' ovganiza-
tion he represented on the Special
Baard of Beview.

Discussing NRMA deserters, MI.

d onl
uniforn throughout
ore lenient
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Following the mass desevtion of
zo over-

district officers
14 deal with these
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Mr. Abbott explained this was
eserters who surrendered
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This order was revoked in Julyp
when district officers were fold to]

Trevert to the normal pr
‘ 2 . rocedur f
‘dealing with deserters-p fure o
fG IV{I‘.‘ Bracke_u asked - whether (he
‘nglnment intended to leave the
ational Resources Mobilization Act
on the statute books. Mr. Abboty
:ﬁ;d ;thats not intended to repeal
the 2 at this session of Parlig.
.Mr. Abbott said the number of
g;en tr;]alled for military service un
er e "] ‘
T 0n act during the War was
In a breakdown of th
I 3 e ftotal,
sa1~d 32_,004 were called up in 19‘?19
70,504 in 1942, 34,309 in 1043, 17704
in 1944 and 3522 1n 1945,
inThe Ilngz‘es Wwere asked last night
! a servies of questi s M
gBracken. questions by Mr
Mr. Abbott said any brs
- ; ¥ breakdow
o? the cost of the NRMA a?m
swould be an estimate at best, ba'ss*;;l
on an average per capita cost, )
34,000 Prisoners

%Mr. Abbott sajd there Still ars
')C,’OOO eneny prisoners of war in
‘anada: Hone has been retuined
Qome since VE-Day. May 8 o
Th(e last  wo Canadian prisoners

of war [rom Hong Kong now were
en route hon_le. Thete still were 61';:-
Sat?adlan prisoners of war in the
Emted Kingdom or Northwest
rumpe. Only 42 of them woere en-
(.Jtled under atmy policy to priovitw
in refurn fto Canada. K
AThe}:E were  maore than 4,100
p?enc:an troaps in Canada av pres-
ezli, with moest of them servinge in

Narthwestern Canada, b
. Mg. Abbolt said it was tha in.
},{gnuon fo continue operaticny of
SC(;]yaII Canadian  Cadet Coins 51'1
ools and also corps sp ; '
‘ 8 $pONSol A
seivice clubs. b swonsoved by
A,Mr. Diefenbaler  aske what
fj al;m Wele being made for mlitary
..m .un.a}s Lo L1y Japanese wio had
comnn},ted war  crimes against
ganladlan troops at Hong f\'ow;'
Such ecourts shaul nstituterd
trts snould be constit

by Canada. rared
I 1}11": Diefenbaker asked how- any
(t:eagxtezs had been prosecuted in
ranada and low many of ?hes@}‘
;;Ze b\ courts-martial and haw o
ofﬁzgrmh;}uag Egtore a commanding |
Cer. L oot sald he would
obiain that information. ) ulc«!
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