|ment. Triquet, a Montrealer, who holds the rank of acting
major, earned the Empire’s highest award for valour during)
the December battle of the Moro river in Italy. A former}
! company sergeant-major, the wiry, mustached officer who

| ean’t shoot straight,” led his company in an attack on a little
! group of houses making up the settlement of Casa Berardi.

A

RSP, R

Victora Gross s Awarded

Major Paul Triquet, Montreal,

For Heroic Action in Italy

i

*'the main Ortona-Orsogna highway. |

| ed up with fierce machine-gun ans

MAJOR -PAUL TRIQUET .

toria Crogs of the war was awarded to Major Paul Triquet,
35-year-old ‘company commander of the Royal 22nd Regi-
rallied his men with cries of “Never mind the Germans, they

Trinmphk For Canadians
His sueceessful action ‘was part

troopers into the seacoast town
itself. ' ‘

: -the edge of the settlement,.wherei
. iter-attacks - that lasted until the:

" Irelieve him, two sergeants and the;
. 115 other ranks who remained.

London, -March 6.—(CP Cable)—Canada’s second Vic-|

At the time the Canadians had!

of an operation by which the Ca- X :
been over the Moro river just .z

nadian 1st Division outflanked a

strongly-held crossroads south of
1Ortona “and pushed enemy ' para- (-

T

week and had been unsuccessful in |

e e

‘repéiated attemﬁ-f;{c; 'dislodge thet:
Germans from a gully in front of
1the crossroads two miles inland on)

—— e

The action was fought December } . - :
14 after a depleted company from|Barclay, -of the Canadian Press !
the Seaforth Highlanders with' a Who has since returned to Canada, |
itew tanks mounted the road still:said that the:German ‘paratroopers; ¢
‘farther south and marched to the hurredly sent to the Moro valley :
outskirts of Berardi, | approaches to try to push the Ca- !

The Seaforths retired when night- Radians back, might have succeeded *
.£all came and Triguet led his men, had it not been for Major -T'riquet:
[into the  attack.  Stone -houses in and - four-score French - Canadian
green, sloping ‘groves had been con- troops of the Royal 22nd.
verted by the Germans into strong - Barclay added these Canadians
.points mounted with machine guns; stormed arid ‘held a-vital - objective
.The paratroop defenders were alse 2% miles from the Ortoha cross
"supported by tanks. © jroads. They were pinned. down for
! The guiet-spoken .major, whosd five days, “surrounded, shelled,.
imen think the world of him, ha¢ mortared, bombed and picked off by |
| Sherman tanks with_his .company] snipers.” But ‘Major Triquet urged
‘ Aig they went in, the Germans open| the men forward, saying “Boys

t-h_ere'; only one safe place——that 15'

.our objective.” R S
_They fought shead to Casa Berar-
di and then ‘the battle. of Ortonga

' mortar fire -and all of Triquet’
i officers were killed and ‘wounde
.and half of his men became casual
I ties, - :
! Kept Joking

“Triquet kept moving about among
| the remainder, talking -and joking
Iin- French. When he found his
group: virtually surrounded he
called: “The enemy is all around
tis. . The only safe place is our
objective.” )

He led them o1

| began, -

'a dash toward

o

the men dug in, and he directed
them in driving off continuous coun-|

lrest of the battalion moved up tol

‘ . Native of Quebec
Triquet,  who has a son  and
daughter in Montreal, is a native of
Cabano, Que., a lower St, Lawrence |
‘village. He is a veteran of ‘the
Royal 22nd and was a company ser-
geant-major when he came to Eng-
|land after . enlistment for active]
service. : i
He wag commissioned 'March 18, |

g0-570-851

.1194}, and for a time headed the bat-

Jtalion’s unarmed ‘combat -school ©

-} while the Vingt-Deux was training

| in England. .
"The major, who speaks with the

| clipped accent of a non-cornmission-

| ed officer giving orders on parade,: 149
| fought throughout the campaign in WAR
1Italy and is one of the most soldier- B
Iy, popular officers in ‘the battalion EUROFE AN
that has fought with distinction on 1839
Canada’s first major front in' the
‘second Great War. - IPALY
Canada’s 'first V.C. of this war INV ASION
was awarded -October 2, 1942, to CANADA
Lt-Col. C. C. L Merritt, of Van- AREY
couver and Belleville, Ont., for val-
our shown in the Dieppe raid, Aug- -3 * ;’s
Ust 19 of that yean . WA LT A
Col. Merritt, a prisoner  of war ‘
since Dieppe, was the man who
waved his helmet as he led his

troops of the South Saskatchewan |
regiment, of which he was com-|
manding officer, across a bullet-
slwept_bridge. ) o
.. Pinned for Five Days

.In o dispateh from the-Canadian
Corps front in Italy ‘dated. Febru-
ary T War Correspondent Foster,




