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SIX MONTHS OF WAR IN NORTH AFRICA

and U. S, transported Large pa
land ond air forces French fleet
in surprise invasion scuttled ot
of North Africa, Nov. 7 Toulon, Nov. 27;
French in brief
- sevoltin Mar-
ille, Jan, 2
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Simultaneous landings by U, §. troops
-at or near Cosablanca, Oran, and Al-
giers, Nov. 8, 1942, resigted chiefly

By French naval, coast artiflery forces.
Admiraf Darlan, spurning Vichy, ordered Mareth
capitulation of French forces; was

toric 10-day war
conference late
{in Junuary, 1943

assassinated Dec. 24. U.S.b

blasted objectives in Sardinia, italy,
Sicily from bases gained in drivé east.

British Eighth Army
thrusts to Tunisia
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DECEMBER-FEBRUARY: The Battle for
Tunisia began only a few days after the inva~
sion of North Africa. British-American forces
“thrust to within artillery range of Rizerte and
Tunis, but were turned back by Germans ar-
riving by air and sea in ever-increasing num-
bers at their coastal bases. General Giraud’s
French troops were in action against the axis
on the ceniral front, and American fank units
fought Germans at,Faid Pass and made a hit-

run raid on Madknassy early in February.
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MARCH-APRIL: A foxy, encircling drive
cracked the axis-held Mareth Line for the
British Eighth Army and made General Mont-
gomery the hero of Tunisia as well as of Egypt
and Libya. Following the break~through to
Gabes, the Eighth Army raced up the coast
after Rommel’s retreating remmnants while
American and French forces cleaned up in the
interior. By mid-April, the axis had fallen
back to the tip of Tunisia and was preparing
for iis last stand in the hills before Bizerie and
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I 1 ‘The world had about given up second front hopes in 1842 whe -

ican and Bntxst} forces _made their swiff, surprise invasion of French Ngrth Africa?h s

cleanugs foliowing landings along the coast, the allies gained control of Morocco and Al

thrust into Tunisia. Meanwhile the British Eighth Army

toward Tunisia. But the last 100 miles became the hardest, for the axis rushed troops,
. and tanks to seize conirol of the eastern half of Tunisia.
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FEBRUARY-MARCH: Following their initial
success in holding the allies in northern Tu-
nisia, axis forces—jcined by Rommel’s troops
and tanks from Libya—attacked Americans in
the Gafsa area and drove them back to the
Algerian border. But British Eighth Army
pressure on the Mareth Line brought a quick
end to this axis offensive, object of which was
to delay the allies another month. By mid-
March reinforced Americans drove the axis
back from Kasserine Pass and re-established a
base at Gafsa.

Allisd warplanes shoot
down axis trenspoits by

scores; aftied warships |

hit oxis off Tunisie

APRIL-MAY: Caught in the “coffin corner,”
Axis fighters seemed doomed to either death or
a “Dunkirk” on the northern shores of Tunisia.
Allied air superiority made the chances of evac-
uation slim, so the trapped Axis troops fought
desperately in their djebel (hill) positions and
brought the British-French-American advance
to a momentary halt. Six months after the

. invasion of North Africa, the wind-up of this

campaign is in sight—but there are still many
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