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Obscured by the fog that covers
tlae North Pacific-front, a grim
struggle is going on for the island
highway that links North America
and Asia.
The 180th meridian divides .the
Eastern and Western Hemispheres
and the Japanese and United States
forces with geometric neatness .
The Japanese advance base is at '!
Kiska- The furthest west United ~
States base, so far as known, is in
the Andreanof Island group . The
east-west meridian almost exactly
separates themThis "front" is a mid-link in the
chain of islands stretching from the
Alaskan mainiand,to Japan proper
.
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Attu aiid Paramush2ru, northern"
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from 50 to 55 degrees north "latitude,
and stretches for 10 degrees on
either side. of "the line;'r °Here._ is
v'here the wax for cronttol of the
pacific isl-and` .highway is being
waged this spring.
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(Attu) islands.
Despite bombings,; work goes
_
.

I

ahead on the landing
field, at Kiska.
Completed-and
that Kiska
the Japanese usable,it
a roost would give bombed up toand Attu are being
for
15 tunes daily,
Planes : They nave
land
navy
heretofore been communiques have made
restricted tooat
fl
a clam
seem positively
planes.
W
The Uni,~ed States Navy-Army '
beem> no hint oftalkative . There has
Spring and early
`fcirces in the Alaska-:Aleutian thein the `no man'slanding operations
is the Kiska and
Ir season for fighting summer
islands"
atre have the advantageof
"
shorta
in th e- murky,
er
the Andreanofs . between
supply lines. "It is rougli'~ 2,000
wether-breeding' tUeutia
The stakes are
.
other
ns
,
high . A 200-mile
times it is a rare
At ! "advance by
I mila~ cast of the main United
day
United States forces
' :supply Part at Seattle:- 'The States
'recapture Kiska
3apa- operations r'' lifts . enough forwhen
to
and
airy the . Japanese
Attu
~'nese have a 2,850-mile haul from
set
back on th eirwould
Beyond ,routine
'' Yokohama:
thousand
heels
a
miles west to
announcements-! The
The United States command has -----._
Paramushiru.
war would
!'more and bebter bases supporting
~itere then, andbe in their hemisthe threat to
its spearhead. Dutch Harbor; 465
Alaska
in a Japanese base
miles away, -backs up the Andreaon Kiskainherent
would
be
I'nafs . The closest major Japanese
.
+
+w eliminated
y
base is Paramushiru, 760 miles off.
The Ifuriles
would
In addition, the United States
be the next I
stop on the road
half a dozen major bases in backhas
to Ja Pan proper
of
Not
.
a
few
Dutch Harbor, plus an :alternate,
s~rategats hold th
a t this
short route offers
proteeted supply route via the Alas° ;definite
ka Highway and Fairbanks .
toges over the
advanSouthn-esg pacific
To the south, the" distances also
approach
to
Japan
.
favor the United States.
is
It is half as
1 ;600 miles away from theMidway
AndreaStates bases and far from United
nofs: bVake, 2,350 miles away,
supply ports.
is the
offers more
It
cloest Japanese base to the south, ,
havens for
aircraft. Just potential
giving American forces the advan-I
asthe
hop
Japanese
fighter
can
tape of flank interception against a
into the ,South
Pacific alongaircraft
thrust from that sector.
an island chain
could the United
; so
States ferry. fight-,~
Er' along the
The area of major operations is
North Paifi
;
waq.
cc :h
.ighIt is only 7pp
miles from
mushiru to
ParaHokkaido,
the -"main" northern.
islands,cf
Japanese
~ . The fighting
along the front
I where hemispheres
cide this
meet may de- ;
summer ~;'nether
I eventual
the ;
of
in from invasion
the north 4rJapan moves
Kiska
south
j
: If
and Attu are
~ will be potent
regained,
arguments for they,,
r nor~her n approach,
the-1,

I

I

149
~7AR
PACIFIC
3.941
AL~U ~I9.'V S

flanking Japdn's
Al~uban lines, tantalize U:
5. fliers
denied their use beause Russia
Japgri are not of war. and

~~

%;Nunivak i.
Qj

Berxng Sea
' ' e concedl
developments on islands be
tween K~ska and the
Andre
anofs Either side may
have
made landings here.
' .e,~m,a .v .,.. . .
.. .rwnu
sue: to
yo ma t
Kuri es is
favored by many strale"
gists as shortest; Pasiest
route to Japart.
afaEUIO L'~:---~i

Pnbilof ~Pl~
oy "
Is.'~o
pUTCH°'"~~ ~
~
1
~uPP'y
` ftARBOR ° "
.
®-' All"Sea
Seattle'
'
~~~~ ~;~~,\y.
N,iles to
,196p
~~/
9
~~ab ~ o~'
"
"
'

S

K6mandoeskie
!s:

~A

~°E

~ALEU~A~
zoo
®~~P~B ~;_
Mi.

ATTU

, K

.

Ta'naga 1-

iii//
Nd="~/

c'~cr
in The inter.
continental island chain
is this T60 .rn;ie 'over"
-__water hop.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~i PRESENT COMBAT 20NE
U' S: BASES

,.JAPANESE BASES

N lNTERCpNTINENTAL-ISLAND HIGHWAY
BETWEEN ¢SIA AND NORTH
AMERICA
4P

R

r~ ;~~~
c',
M~

H

H H

W
C9

reolure~

